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1. DEPARTMENT HAS REVIEWED RECORD OF MID-APRIL WASHINGTON 
DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN GREEK FOREIGN MINISTER BITSIOS AND THE 
SECRETARY CONCERNING THE AEGEAN SITUATION. THERE WAS, AS 
YOU WILL RECALL, MUCH TALK IN CONNECTION WITH THE DRAFT EX- 
CHANGE OF LETTERS BETWEEN BITSIOS AND THE SECRETARY OF WHAT 
WOULD CONSTITUTE "PROVOCATIVE ACTIONS" AND HOW WE WOULD "AC- 
TIVELY AND UNEQUIVOCABLY OPPOSE" SUCH A MOVE BY EITHER SIDE. 
THAT DISCUSSION DID NOT RELATE SPECIFICALLY TO THE AEGEAN 
SAILING OE A TURKISH VESSEL. 

2. THE QUESTION OF THE SISMIK I (OR THE HORA AS IT WAS 
CALLED IN APRIL) WAS RAISED BY BITSIOS ON THE AETERNOON OF 
APRIL 14, AND THE SECRETARY'S ONLY RESPONSE WAS "I WILL LOOK 
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INTO IT." BITSIOS DID GO ON TO INDICATE THAT THE GREEK GOV- 
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ERNMENT DID NOT ACCEPT THE RIGHT OF A TURKISH VESSEL TO DO 
SEISMIC RESEARCH IN WHAT IT CONSIDERED THE GREEK CONTINENTAL 
SHELF, BUT THE SECRETARY DID NOT RESPOND DIRECTLY TO THIS 
ASSERTION, OR SAY ANYTHING TO THE EFFECT THAT THE MERE SAIL- 
ING OF A TURKISH SCIENTIFIC SHIP IN A DISPUTED AREA OF THE 

AEGEAN WOULD IN ITSELF CONSTITUTE A "PROVOCATION." 

3. I WOULD SUGGEST THAT THESE POINTS BE MADE TO BITSIOS IN 
A LOW-KEY MANNER THE NEXT OPPORTUNITY YOU HAVE TO DISCUSS 
THE AEGEAN QUESTION WITH HIM. YOU SHOULD ADD THAT THE 
IMPORTANT THING NOW IS NOT TO DEFINE "PROVOCATION," BUT TO 
HAVE BOTH SIDES EXERCISE RESTRAINT IN SAYING AND DOING ANY- 
THING IN THE AEGEAN WHICH MIGHT EXACERBATE AN ALREADY 
DANGEROUS SITUATION. 

ROBINSON 
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